Emergency management of chronic pain and drug-seeking behavior: an alternate perspective.
Pain is one of the most prevalent conditions treated by Emergency Physicians, although it remains contested how to interpret, measure, and treat this condition. In particular, there is controversy over how to identify and treat patients with chronic under-treated pain and those who are potentially malingering (drug-seeking). This article discusses currently accepted paradigms for treating potentially malingering patients, difficulties some communities may have when these paradigms are applied, and the results of implementing pain treatment guidelines that limit opioid use. Systematically limiting opioids via these guidelines was not associated with a decrease in overall patient satisfaction, patient satisfaction with pain management, overall volume, or volume of patients with potential drug-seeking diagnoses. Emergency Physicians' perception of quality of care delivered, as well as job satisfaction, increased after implementation of the guidelines.